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basis of settlement, and that despite its chequered Chapter
history Newfoundland can claim like rank. In the case    __L
of Canada, the maritime provinces, the area once in the
hands of the Hudson's Bay Company, the western
provinces, and the lands recently discovered in the
extreme north may be deemed settled, but the old
Quebec area was acquired by cession. In South Africa
the Cape was ceded, the Transvaal and the Orange
Free State conquered, and Natal might be reckoned a
colony by conquest or cession. The Irish Free State
stands in a category by itself, unaffected by a distinc-
tion based on colonial conditions. But it must be ad-
mitted that the idea of settlement is vague, and in a
sense New Zealand was acquired by the cession of
authority of the native chiefs by the treaty of Wai-
tangi in 1840, though such a cession cannot be equated
with a cession by a recognised state of international
law.
On the principles laid down, as applied to these
areas, it might have been expected that wide use of the
prerogative would have been made, and that the con-
stitutions would largely rest upon it. But in fact, save
in the case of Newfoundland, the prerogative has been -
found inadequate, and the constitutions of all the
other Dominions, States, and provinces rest upon
statute. Newfoundland itself was for a considerable
time subject to statutory enactments which aimed at
treating the island as a mere fishing base and denied it
regular civil institutions. These, however, were swept
away in 1832 in order to permit of regular government,
and a representative legislature was created. In 1855
responsible government was conceded, and now rests
on Letters Patent of 1876.